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Theme V. Human Security (In/To)

This placemat outlines the threats, risks, and challenges in and to the Arctic associated with the Human Security theme. Using extracts of quotes and statements from the six recent US official documents (see below) on Arctic strategy, these threats, risks, and challenges are organized into sections relevant to the Arctic human security dimension, namely:

• Impact on Local Communities / Way of Life
• Challenges to Providing Safety and Security to Northern People 
• Risks to Mariners 

US Arctic Policy: 6 Official Documents and Statements		(Full references on last page)

• US Navy: Strategic Outlook for the Arctic, January 2019 
• US Coast Guard: Arctic Strategic Outlook, April 2019
• DoD: Arctic Strategy, June 2019 
• General Terrence O’Shaughnessy: Statement before Senate Armed Services Committee, February 2020 
• White House: Memorandum - Arctic and Antarctic Regions, June 2020 
• US Air Force: Arctic Strategy, July 2020 


Human Security Dimension

[bookmark: _Hlk50892534]• Natural disasters and emergencies affect the health and safety of US citizens [this has implications for peoples in Arctic] (Gen O’Shaughnessy, Feb 2020)

[bookmark: _Hlk51075025]Impact on Local Communities / Way of Life

• “The physical effects of the changing Arctic frontier are also causing some local communities to adapt by relocating.” (DoD, AS, 3)
[bookmark: _Hlk50899605]• “changing terrain and subsistence food patterns, as well as the impacts of increasingly frequent and intense winter storms, continue to challenge the communities and increase risk in the maritime domain” (USCG, Outlook, 4)
• “Arctic communities face increasingly frequent and severe incidents due to changing climate and growing human activity. Increased commercial activity also raises the risk of pollution incidents occurring in remote and environmentally-sensitive locations.” (USCG, Outlook, 38)
• “The changing nature of the region poses particular risk to America’s Arctic residents. Communities are at risk from increasingly severe storms, the loss of traditional livelihoods, substance abuse, and crumbling physical and social infrastructure, which translate to increased risk in the maritime domain.” (USCG, Outlook, 18)

[bookmark: _Hlk51075210]Challenges to Providing Safety and Security to Northern People

• “The tyranny of distance and the harsh Arctic climate pose significant challenges to agencies charged with providing maritime safety and security to all Americans, including the hundreds of villages and thousands of seasonal workers in the U.S. Arctic. Search and rescue, law enforcement, marine safety, waterways management, and other Coast Guard missions are complicated by the Arctic’s dynamic and remote operating environment.” (USCG, Outlook, 6, 37)
[bookmark: _Hlk50900703]• “Arctic communities, including the Alaska Native and indigenous populations, will be on the front lines of adapting to changes in the Arctic. Coastal and river erosion due to loss of sea ice, the movement of terrestrial and marine subsistence food sources, and the impacts of increasingly frequent and intense winter storms continue to erode the physical and social fabric of many communities. Local leaders have also reported that the influx of illegal drugs into Arctic villages is overwhelming the limited healthcare and social services infrastructure in many communities. As the Arctic becomes more accessible, increased activity from industry, tourism, and research will create complex challenges to community resilience and health.” (USCG, Outlook, 14)
• “Alaskan Natives have been partners and teachers, and we continue to benefit from their traditional wisdom and deep understanding of the Arctic domain.” (USCG, Outlook, 18)
[bookmark: _Hlk50906802]• The extreme distances, operational environment, limited infrastructure, and asset availability make SAR challenging in Arctic (Navy support to CG and international partners in SAR) (USN, Strategic Outlook, 2019, 13)
• Risks include; pollution, natural disasters (requiring integrated with local, state, federal, native communities, interoperability), hazards and chemical spills in the Arctic (require specialized equipment, tactics, training, procedure)  (USN, Strategic Outlook, 2019, 13)

Risks to Mariners

-“Increased maritime activity, particularly in the Arctic’s unpredictable and harsh environment, increases the risk that mariners will find themselves in distress at sea, often hours or days from the closest response asset. As cruise ship and transpolar aviation traffic grows, so does the potential need for mass rescue operations in remote and icy waters. The current state of response capabilities make this one of the most challenging of all possible scenarios.” (USCG, Outlook, 39)
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